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Amjad’s casel0

7. Elements belonging to the forces in Camp 20 have been accused of engaging
in a harassment campaign against those political activists and individuals
perceived as supporting ‘secularist agendas’ in Aden. 11 Among those targeted
was Amjad Mohammed Abd al-Rahman.12

8. Amjad was a fourth-year student at Aden university. in his early 20s, and
has being engaged in political activism since 2011. In February 2015, he
co-founded the al-Nadi al-Nasiyya Cultural Organization with a group of
like-minded youths. His activism focused on promoting political ideas that
conflicted with those of local religious leaders. On 24 January 2017, he
published a post on his Facebook page discussing sermons from the al-
Hamad mosque in Crater District. That same day he was forcefully removed
from near his home by armed men and detained in Camp 20. He was released
24 hours later, deprived of sleep and telling his family he had been tortured.

9. Amjad told the story of his detention in a dark room inside the Camp 20
facilities. Amjad indicated he was repeatedly questioned about his views on
God. upsetting his interrogators by answering ‘I am my own god’ meaning
he was self-taught and not a student of any particular religious shaykh.
Interrogators are believed to have misinterpreted this and used it as evidence
of him being an atheist.

10. At 11:45 hours on 14 May 2017 Amjad was assassinated at the Café Max
(an internet s hop) on Kuwait Street in Shaykh Othman district. One masked
man shot Amjad four times in the face. Witnesses were unable to provide
sufficient information about the shooter. The media attributed responsibility
to elements from Camp 20.13

11. Individuals familiar with Amjad’s case point to threats received via WhatsApp




text messages from one ‘Khaled Sa’yl’ and others from inside Yemen and
outside, and public warnings via media outlets against his activism.

IV. Other incidents

12. As a result of the allegations against Amjad. such as him being atheist, his
family was unable to hold his funeral services in the area of Crater. 14 He had
to be buried in al-Shab district instead. A number of close acquaintances were
also harassed by elements from Camp 20 immediately following his death.

13. Among those also harassed by elements from Camp 20 were journalists Hani
al-Junaid. Hussam Radman of Dubai TV, Majid al-Shuabi of Abu Dhabi
TV. Ismail Salim of Shagdafah TV (detained/tortured) and Khaled Senami.

15 V. Remaining concerns

14. Although Camp 20 has been ordered closed by President Hadi. 16 and Imam
al-Nubi has resigned from his command. it is unclear as where he and his
troops have been reassigned. The Panel continues to monitor individuals
who exerted influence over Imam al-Nubi and his troops from outside the
Camp and government institutions.

10. Information provided with informed consent from the family.

11. https://english.alarabiya.net/en/features/2017/04/04/Yemeni-student-in-Aden-gets-detained-
tortured-with-electric- wires.html. The Panel has verified another case where elements
associated with Camp 20 were reportedly behind another
case of arbitrary arrest and detention because of the detainee being an atheist. In this case,

harassments and death threats
resulted in the individual having to flee Aden.

12. https://womenpress.org/en/womenpress-news/journalists-released-after-being-tortured-and-
charged-with-atheism-in-aden.html.

13. https://www.hunaaden.com/news39780 .html.

14. https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170722-yemens-al-hirak-movement/.

15. https://twitter.com/demolinari/status/917971227825844224.
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